T

hat part of the Eastern Townships comprising the regional
county municipalities (MRCs) of Val-Saint-François, Des Sources,
Haut-Saint-François and Sherbrooke was shaped in large part by
immigration from the British Isles. Over a period of 50 years, Irish,
Scottish and English colonists came by the boatload to the Port of
Quebec, with many pushing southward into the Townships, following
the contours of the St. Francis River valley basin.
Their presence began to be felt near the end of the Napoleonic
Wars when British authorities began encouraging veteran soldiers
and officers to settle abroad in the empire’s overseas colonies.
Many chose to settle along the Craig’s Road in the townships of
Leeds, Ireland, Inverness and Drummond, while others headed for
Sherbrooke and Richmond, where they joined small settlements of
American colonists whom they initially held in low regard.
Prior to the 1830s and the formation of the British American Land
Company, the Townships remained largely unpopulated. The
colonization company opened roads and vigorously promoted
settlement in the region, especially among Scottish and Irish
families who’d come to Canada fleeing famine and hardship in their
home countries. Between 1835 and 1838, several hundred British
immigrants accepted the offer of 50 acres of land took their chances
at starting a new life.
The 1837-1838 Rebellions temporarily halted British immigration
but it was revived by industrializing forces that began in the early
1850s. The hydraulic power of the St. Francis River, coupled with
the coming of the railways, permitted industrial growth on a scale
unrivalled elsewhere in the Townships. These industries, in turn,
required specialized workers who were brought in mainly from Great
Britain: Englishmen for slate mining and Scots to work in the paper
and textile mills. As for the Irish, they made up the bulk of the labour
force, accounting for the better part of all British immigration during
this period.
The considerable financial capital that supported this development
was also of British origin and contributed through these prosperous
years to the emergence of elites who identified strongly with Great
Britain. The founding of Bishop’s University, an enclave of polite
society, was an affirmation of this elite’s dominant status.

This British presence left tangible traces in the Eastern Townships
that the massive influx of French Canadians, beginning in the second
half of the 19th century, somewhat weakened, but which remain very
much a living part of the region’s cultural heritage.
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Haut-Saint-François MRC
HAUT-SAINT-FRANÇOIS MRC
The high country of the upper St. Francis River valley played a pivotal role in the early
development of the Eastern Townships. The territory’s southeastern flank was first settled
by Americans but pioneers of British stock opened up its vast forested interior.
Eaton Township seems to mark the northernmost limit of American colonial settlement
in the Haut-Saint-François MRC. The towns of Eaton Corner, Cookshire and Sawyerville,
which belong to the municipality of Cookshire-Eaton, are each strongly reminiscent of their
founders’ New England heritage.
It would take close to 30 years before another wave of pioneers came to set down roots,
further north and to the east.
And so began a little-known
chapter in Eastern Township’s
history — the establishment
and growth of a thriving Gaelicspeaking Scottish community
who built a way of life based
on forestry and small-scale
farming.
It all began with the arrival of the
British American Land Company,
better known by its acronym
BALC. Created in 1832 by a
group of British merchants,
McVetty-McKenzie covered bridge, Gould / CLD du Haut-Saint-François
this colonization company was
granted close to 800 000 acres of land in the Upper St. Francis region, including almost all
of the timber reserves. In return, the company was expected to recruit colonists to work
the land.
The BALC set up offices in Lennoxville
in 1834 before firmly establishing
itself in Sherbrooke the following
year. Its administrators were very
optimistic and invested a great deal in
the townships of Bury and Lingwick,
building roads and bridges, as well
as two model villages, Robinson
(Bury) and Victoria. The results,
however, proved disappointing. Colonists from England did not adapt
well to the rocky soil and generally
difficult terrain, and many soon
quickly abandoned their holdings.
Unwilling to give up, the BALC
administrators set their sights on a
hardier folk and tried the experiment
again. Company agents were sent
to the north Scottish coast, to the
Hebrides, where dozens of families
who were struggling under particularly
harsh economic conditions agreed to
emigrate. These families formed the
core of the early settlement of this
part of the Eastern Townships.

BALC advertisement, Eastern Townships Gazetteer, 1867
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Townships Trail
Gaelic-speaking Scots first settled in Lingwick
Township, gravitating around the hamlet of Gould,
which was the epicentre of the region’s Scottish
pioneer movement. From there, they spread east,
occupying a good part of the territory that stretches
to lakes Aylmer and Megantic. By 1870 there were
close to 3,000 Gaelic speakers in the district, and the
Gaelic tongue was the lingua franca of the region for
close to 40 years. The area came to be known as the
Highlands of the Eastern Townships.
Scottish language and culture persisted here until the
end of the 19th century. But poor soil conditions and the
general lack of employment opportunities eventually
forced most descendants of the original Highlanders
to move away. Reminders of their significant cultural
presence remain, however: the names of many villages
and roads, several buildings and the compelling truelife story of the Megantic Outlaw.
The economic and political crisis of 1837-1838 put
an end to the BALC’s attempts at colonization. The
company turned its attention to lands that could be The Waldrons, watercolour and story, 1999, Denis Palmer
more easily exploited and gave the rest back to the
government. The experiment was never again tried on such a large scale.

The Megantic Outlaw
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Donald Morrison returned from a sojourn out west in 1883 to learn that his father had lost the
family farm near the town of Lake Megantic, the result of dealings with a crooked money-lender.
Furious, the young Scot began to intimidate the French-Canadian family that now occupied
the old homestead. Things took a turn for the worse and in 1888, in the middle of the street,
Morrison fatally shot a peace officer who had been sent to arrest him.
For close to a year, Morrison successfully hid from police and militia thanks to help from the
Scottish community. His plight came to symbolize what many Gaelic Scots felt was legitimate
resistance against an unfair justice system.
Morrison was finally captured in the spring of 1889. The trial took a national was closely followed
by every Canadian newspaper. Quebecers were outraged by the fate reserved for Morrison,
who was found guilty of murder. He spent close to five years in prison, and was released just
hours before dying of tuberculosis.

Lac d’Argent, Marbleton / Stéphane Lemire

Haut-Saint-François MRC

T

he municipality of Dudswell lies at
the centre of old Dudswell Township and
is comprised of two distinct villages,
Bishopton and Marbleton. Bishopton
retains much of its original rural heritage,
while Marbleton, which first developed
as a mining centre, today has the feel of
a well-to-do lakeside resort.

Dudswell (Marbleton)
(stop)

Dudswell, Lower Lake, 1870

Marbleton takes its name from a marble quarry that once operated near Lac d’Argent
(Silver Lake). However, it was the mining of rich lime deposits, starting in the early 1820s,
that first brought prosperity to the village. Formerly owned by the Dominion Lime Company,
the quarry is now operated by Graymont.
At the turn of the 19th century, Marbleton also benefited from its natural setting, attracting
a class of affluent vacationers who left a legacy of striking neo-Queen Anne style houses.
The Audit and Labbé homes feature impressive architecture and majestic sites. Both are
included in a local heritage tour. Visitors can obtain a brochure at the Dudswell Tourist
Welcome Bureau. More than 20 historical buildings are featured, most of them located in
the heart of the village. Among them is St. Paul’s Anglican Church built in the early 1850s.
There are several places to learn more about Marbleton’s history and heritage, including the
Maison de Lime Ridge, an interpretation
centre focused on the development of
this local industry. Visitors with an interest
in pioneer life should definitely check
the Centre d’interprétation de la forge
de Dudswell where the blacksmith’s art
comes to life. And be sure to drop by
the Maison de la Culture de Dudswell,
where a permanent exhibit of the works
of sculptor Louis-Émile Beauregard is on
display. The village also offers two lakes,
a golf course and nine outdoor walking
trails.
Maison de Lime Ridge:
243 Principale W., Dudswell
(Marbleton sector).
Tel.: 819 887-1147 (Thursday to Sunday)
Tel.: 819 560-8474 (Monday to
Wednesday)
Centre d’interprétation de la forge de
Dudswell: 101 St-Alphonse, Dudswell
(Marbleton sector).
Tel.: 819 887-1182
Dudswell Tourist Welcome
Bureau: 900 du Lac, Dudswell
(Marbleton sector).
Tel.: 819 560-8474

The Labbé house, Marbleton / CLD Haut-Saint-François
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Townships Trail

Dudswell (Bishopton) (stop)
Bishopton, initially known as Bishop’s Crossing, was named for Captain John Bishop, an
American soldier who was captured by the British in Quebec City during the Revolutionary
War, and who years later was granted land in Dudswell Township. Legend has it that he
searched a long time for the best place to settle, before pausing to rest on the banks of
the St. Francis River; he planted his willow cane in the ground while he slept, and when he
awoke the cane had taken root. It was an omen that sealed his fate and that of his family. A
monument commemorating Bishop has been erected along Route 112, near the entrance
to the village.
Bishopton is a charming village where visitors can admire two magnificent churches; the
Bishopton United Church constructed in 1899 for members of the Wesleyan Methodist
Mission, and the Church of the Good Shepherd Anglican Church built between 1876
and 1877 under Reverend
Thomas Chapman, founder
of the Anglican mission.
Several houses on either side
of the main street are also
worth seeing and are part
of Dudswell’s local heritage
walking tour.
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The Townships Trail between
Bishopton and Bury leads
through the charming hamlet
of Brookbury. In addition to
scenic countryside visitors St. John’s Anglican Church, Brookbury / CLD Haut-Saint-François
will find two beautiful churches,
the St. John’s Anglican Church and the Grace United Church, both of Methodist origin. The
first, built between 1842 and 1845, is the second oldest in the MRC.

Bury (stop)
Well known for its Canada Day parade, Quebec’s second largest, Bury was once called
Robinson, named for George R. Robinson, one of the British American Land Compnay’s
principle administrators in London. Bury was first
inhabited by colonists from England, Ireland and
Scotland.
Today the village teems with historic buildings. Most
of these can be found along Main, Stokes and McIver
streets. St. Paul’s Anglican Church, built in 1903, and
the former United Church (1868) bear witness to the
community’s early religious attachments. Memorial
Park houses the old town hall, built in 1865, which
has been lovingly preserved.
An interesting fact: the Pen-Y-Bryn, one of the oldest
golf courses in Quebec, is located just a few minutes’
drive from the village.

Village of Bury / Stéphane Lemire

To get a better sense of the area’s treasures, visitors
can take Bury’s heritage tour, whose trail outline
is available at town hall or the general store, both
located on Main Street.

Haut-Saint-François MRC

Gould (stop near the Trail)
Visitors may wish to take a short
side-trip westward to the hamlet
of Gould. Named after Nathaniel
Gould, deputy governor of the
British American Land Company,
Gould is the heart and soul of the
Scottish Highlands community
that settled in the Haut-SaintFrançois region during the 19th
century.
Chalmer’s United Church stands
as a symbol par excellence of this
once-prosperous village and the
The Scots cemetery, Gould / Stéphane Lemire
region’s unique Scottish heritage.
The church was built in 1891-1892 by the local Presbyterian community to replace an
older, more modest building. It is a fine example of Presbyterian religious architecture.

Next to the church is the historic general store that once belonged to James Ross,
probably the most influential figure in the early development of Lingwick Township. The
building now operates as a small inn and restaurant, and is home to the Centre Culturel
Oscar-Dhu, named for an acclaimed Scottish poet and bard who lived in the Eastern
Townships.
Centre culturel Oscar-Dhu: 21 Route 108, Lingwick.
Tel.: 819 877-3446 – 1 888 305-3526

Certainly the most striking building in Gould is the Town Hall. Dating to the beginning
of the 20th century, it is a magnificent three-storey structure built by a former resident
of Lingwick Township who made his fortune in Alaska. Erected in memory of Lingwick
pioneers, the building features dance and banquet halls for the Scottish community’s many
lively gatherings. Eight interpratation panels outline the area’s history and heritage.
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Close to Gould is a magnificent rare
example of a covered bridge of the singlelacing Town style. Spanning the majestic
Salmon River, the McVetty-McKenzie
Bridge, named after its designers, was
built in 1893 and is the longest of its kind
in the Eastern Townships. There is a picnic
area on the site where visitors so inclined
can relax or enjoy a swim in the water.
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The Glasgow Canadian Land and Trust Company
The influence of the British American Land Company is often referred to when
discussing the history of the Eastern Townships. However, another colonization
company, the Glasgow Canadian Land and Trust Company, also left its mark on
the region.
Founded in 1873 by Scottish investors, this company was more interested in
developing the region’s enormous timber riches than in bringing in colonists.
Scotstown was named for the company’s first manager, Glasgow-born John Scott.
The town grew up around the company’s dam and sawmill complex on the Salmon
River.
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Townships Trail

T

he towns of Cookshire, Eaton Corner
and Sawyerville, which today make up
the municipality of Cookshire-Eaton,
differ from the old Scottish settlements
in their history and built heritage.
Settled early on by American pioneers,
their New England-style homes and
public buildings resemble those of the
Townships’ border towns.

Cookshire-Eaton
(stop)

Cookshire stands at the gateway Grace United Church, watercolour, 1999, Denis Palmer
to the timberlands of the upper
St. Francis River basin. It is here in the 1830s that the BALC built a bridge over the Eaton
River in hopes of opening up the forest lands to colonization. And it is here that John
Henry Pope worked out his dream of opening up the wilderness by building a railway
through it.
Cookshire takes its name from Captain John Cook, one of the pioneers from New
England who first cleared land on the present town site. The town’s strategic position at
the heart of a prosperous farming region (highlighted by its annual agricultural fair) but a
stone’s throw from the vast timber wealth of the upper St. Francis basin explains how the
village became the administrative hub of historic Compton County.
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Cookshire was lucky to count among its native sons one of the most influential politicians
in post-Confederation Canada, John Henry Pope. In turn Minister of Agriculture and
Minister of Railways and Canals under
the various governments of Sir John A.
Macdonald, Pope was largely responsible
for establishing the St. Francis & Megantic
International Railway, which was later
incorporated into the Canadian Pacific
Railway.

Pope House, Cookshire / CLD du Haut-Saint-François

Cookshire harbours several traces of its
past. Examples of American architecture
from its early settlement days are still
visible, as are buildings that speak of
the town’s considerable prosperity as a
lumbering and railway centre.

A number of heritage homes line Pope, Eastview, Principale and Craig streets. Among
these, Pope Castle was built around 1880 and is a magnificent example of the Second
Empire style so popular at the time. It alone demonstrates the stature of its owner in the
community.

McVetty-McKenzie covered bridge, Cookshire / CLD du Haut-Saint-François

Haut-Saint-François MRC
Some of the public buildings here also emphasize the preeminence of Cookshire over the
surrounding area. Trinity United Church built at the beginning of the 1860s in the Meeting
House style recalls the influence of New England. St. Peter’s Anglican Church, built out
of fieldstones several years later, features splendid stained-glass windows that give it
exceptional heritage value. Close by is the former Cookshire Academy, constructed in
1884-1885. It highlights the importance attached to education by the descendants of the
early American pioneers in the Eastern Townships.
To enable visitors to fully appreciate this heritage, the Cookshire-Eaton town hall offers
a printed guide entitled, Les Sites Patrimoniaux de Cookshire (heritage sites in Cookshire).
Nineteen buildings are featured, most in close proximity to one another, except for the
John-Cook covered bridge. Built in 1868, it is one of the oldest in the Townships and is
found at the end of town on Route 253.
Cookshire-Eaton town hall:
220 Principale E., Cookshire-Eaton. Tel.: 819 560-8585

Those interested can take a detour through Sawyerville
before heading up to Sherbrooke. A charming village
founded at the end of the 18th century by Josiah
Sawyer, it features several buildings of heritage
interest.

Eaton Corner (stop)
Eaton Corner is one of the oldest villages in the Eastern Townships. Once an important
stop on the stagecoach road between Sherbrooke and Vermont and located at the
intersection of Gosford and Craig roads, this quiet hamlet was until the 1870s, the
heart of Eaton Township. With the arrival of the railway, this situation changed and the
area’s development was directly affected.
Today, visitors can appreciate several historic buildings of great heritage value in
Eaton Corner. The former Congregational church and the academy, both classified
as historic monuments, are striking remnants of American architecture. Both buldings
are part of the Eaton Corner Museum, and the church, built in 1840-1841, presents
exhibitions directly related to the pioneering past of the area.
Eaton Corner Museum:
374 Route 253, Cookshire-Eaton (Eaton Corner). Tel.: 819 875-5256

Eaton Corner, watercolour, Denis Palmer
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