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T

he southeastern part of the Eastern Townships,
comprising the regional county municipalities (MRCs) of
Brome-Missisquoi, Haute-Yamaska, Memphremagog and
Coaticook, was settled mainly by Americans.
Sons and daughters of New England, these homesteaders
were used to frontier life. The first to arrive were Loyalists
(see the introduction to the Brome-Missisquoi MRC) followed
by settlers attracted by the prospect of cheap land north of
the border. They brought their pioneering know-how and their
New England customs to their new home. Their way of life,
how they worked the soil, the schools and churches they
eventually built — indeed, their whole sense of organizing
communities — remained essentially American.
The land they came was among the richest and fertile in
all of southern Quebec. Not surprisingly most early settlers
concentrated on growing crops and raising livestock. But the
hydraulic potential of Townships waterways was not lost on
them, either, and it was soon put to use. Dams and mills built
in strategic locations gave rise to early forms of mechanized
industry, traces of which can still be seen today. In some
cases, the arrival of the railway helped transform these small
millsites into major centres of industrial production.
Early American influences are easy to recognize in this part
of the Townships, where visitors will discover an exceptional
wealth of historic New-England style homes and buildings,
surrounded by idyllic rural landscapes.

Photo: Stéphane Lemire
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Memphremagog MRC

Georgeville, 1842, W.H. Bartlett

MemphrEmagog MRC
Lake Memphremagog has always been a highly valued communications route. It is not
surprising that when the Eastern Townships was opened to colonization, several Americans
chose to settle close to its waters.
The first settlers, concerned with basic survival, did not have the luxury of soaking in
the beauty of this stunning region. However, beginning in the mid-19th century, the
Memphremagog region had begun to attract a different type of migrant: the holiday seeker.
With the arrival of the railroad, the Lake Memphremagog region became a much soughtafter vacation destination for wealthy families from the southern United States.
Initially, it was affluent southerners who bought up lakeside farmland and built their
summer estates. Over time, the lake began to attract Canadians, too. Opulent country
homes and elite clubs went up alongside hotels and boarding houses catering to those of
lesser means, forever changing the Memphremagog shoreline.
The key factor in the emergence of this new tourist industry was the introduction of steam
boats. Cruising aboard these lake steamers was a favourite activity among vacationers for
close to a century.
Considered to be the oldest
tourist destination in Quebec,
the Memphremagog MRC
owes its development in large
part to the resort tourism
industry. Yet we must not
overlook its cultural, religious
and architectural heritage from
the early years of American
colonization, especially that of
the townships of Potton and
Stanstead, or the industrial
heritage that deeply marked
the city of Magog and other
smaller centres like Rock
Island and the Township of
Stanstead.
Stanstead Inn, circa 1920 / Stanstead Historical Society
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Townships Trail
The era of steam boats
During the heyday of resort tourism, several boats
could be found on Lake Memphremagog. As of
1850, the Mountain Maid connected the lake’s
opposite shores at Magog and Newport, Vermont,
which was New England’s railway terminal. Built
in Georgeville, this steam boat equipped with a
single paddle wheel could carry 250 passengers; it
remained in service until 1892. There was also the
Anthemis, a propeller-driven boat built in 1909 that
criss-crossed the lake until 1951.
The boat that has left the most enduring impression on the collective memory is without a doubt
the Lady of the Lake. Owned by Sir Hugh Allan,
this steam boat with two paddle wheels was built
in Scotland and exported in separate pieces to
Magog where it was assembled in 1867. A
magnificent boat, it was the envy of the lake and
remained in service until 1915.
The Butters Home, Stanstead / Sébastien Larose

T

he Townships Trail enters the Memphremagog MRC through Potton Township. Here
the soil is not so fertile and for years the lumber industry remained the key to its economy.
However, the area’s geographic location was strategic for the stagecoach routes between
New England and Montreal. This and the Missisquoi River’s considerable water power
enabled several hamlets to develop during the second half of the 19th century.
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Mansonville (stop)
The village of Mansonville has long been the economic centre of Potton Township. The
Missisquoi River at this site was particularly suited to mill-building and by 1864, there
were no less than five of them in operation. After the first of these, built in 1803 by Joseph
Chandler, was taken over by Robert Manson eight years later, the Manson family’s influence
on the town’s development would continue to strengthen for close to a century.
The Manson House, a Geogian-style manor built
in 1875 is a must-see in Mansonville. It belonged
to David Manson, federal Conservative Member
of Parliament for Brome from 1880 to 1882. The
village also has three churches: the Mansonville
Baptist Church dated 1904, the Mansonville United
Church, built for the Methodist community in 18931894, and St. Paul’s Anglican Church built in 1902.
Discover the countryside’s rich heritage by driving
along the 35-km “Incomparable Potton” marked
trail.
The round barn facing the Catholic Church is dated
1910 and is part of the heritage tour developed by
the Potton Heritage Association. Visitors can obtain
a copy of the map at the Tourist Welcome Bureau.
Tourist Welcome Bureau:
364 Mansonville Road, Mansonville.
Tel.: 450 292-3313

St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Mansonville

Memphremagog MRC
Not far from Mansonville lies one of the oldest covered bridges in the Memphremagog MRC,
the Province Hill Bridge. A fine example of Town Truss construction, it spans Mud Creek
and, with its 30 metres of deck, is one of the longest in Quebec.
From Mansonville, the Townships Trail heads towards Lake Memphremagog. Viewing
majestic Mount Owl’s Head makes it is easy to understand why this part of Potton Township
was a favourite location for vacationers during the mid-19th century. Some of the most
glamorous hotels in the region are found here.

The Abbey of Saint-Benoît-du-Lac / Stéphane Lemire
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The Potton Sulphur Springs Hotel
The supposed miraculous therapeutic properties of natural hot springs led to
their rapid rise in popularity in Europe and North America during the 19th century.
The Eastern Townships was no exception.
The sulphur springs discovered at the foot of Mount Pevee in Potton Township in
1828 later inspired entrepreuneurs to build a hotel on the site. Opening in 1875,
the Potton Sulphur Springs Hotel quickly gained an international reputation. The
hotel could accommodate up to 75 people and featured 24 bathing areas, each
fed by sulphur water thanks to an ingenious network of canals.
Destroyed by fire in 1934, the only remains of the hotel are the foundations of a
platform built in 1888 by the Orford Mountain Railway to bring in guests.
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Over time, several docks were built
along Lake Memphremagog to welcome
tourists and merchandise. One of these
was Perkin’s Landing. Connected with the
village of Vale Perkins, founded by Samuel
Perkins around 1793, it became a regular
stop for steam boats. Visitors can still find
Jewett’s General Store, built circa 1850, in
Vale Perkins as well as the United Church,
located in a former schoolhouse dating to
1865.

stead.

in, Stan
535 Duffer 7322
6Tel.: 819 87

Townships Trail

Bolton Pass, Eastern Townships, 1842, W.H. Bartlett
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Knowlton’s Landing was an important transit point on one of the
main stagecoach roads between Montreal and Boston. It was, in
fact, the western landing spot of a ferry system created by Moses
Copp in 1797. Travelers crossing the lake often stopped here for
awhile before going through the famous Bolton pass leading to
Knowlton. A stagecoach inn was built to accommodate travelers; it
still exists under the name of the Aubergine.

East Bolton (stop near the Trail)
Granted to Nicholas Austin in 1797, the Township of Bolton was among the 100
or so townships created and then opened to settlement following adoption of the
Constitutional Act, 1791. Officially named on July 1, 1845, the municipality of the
Township of Bolton saw its initial surface area reduced from 345 km2 to 81 km2 over
the years, as it was subjected to five successive partitions resulting in the creation
of the Township of Magog in 1849, West Bolton in 1876, Eastman in 1888, Austin
in 1938, and Saint-Étienne-de-Bolton in 1939. The East Bolton designation was
introduced before the process was over, in 1876.
Today, East Bolton is known not only for its quality of life and beautiful landscapes,
but also for its rich heritage. Constructed in 1867 and now recognized as a historic
site, its town hall was the original Township of Bolton’s first municipal office. Photos
relating the municipality’s history are on permanent display at the town hall and
can be viewed by appointment. A heritage circuit, featuring a dozen sites with
information plaques, has also been developed, on which you can admire the beauty
of the historic buildings nearby in the hamlets of Bolton Centre and South Bolton.
Town hall: 858 Missisquoi, East Bolton
Tel.: 450-292-3444

Memphremagog MRC

Magog (stop)
The city of Magog was first known by the name of Outlet, in reference to the lake’s
outlet. An area extremely conducive to the construction of dams and mills, it quickly
drew the attention of American colonists. The first mill was built near the end of the
1790s by Nicholas Austin, a Loyalist and Quaker, who shortly thereafter sold it to
Ralph Merry.
Considered to be the city’s true founder, Ralph Merry purchased most of the land
extending on both sides of the Magog River during those pioneering days. By
doing this, he literally controlled all water power produced by the lake’s outlet and
encouraged the building of small mills to enhance his investment.
While Magog benefited from the region’s rich timber stocks for its early development,
it was the textile industry that brought the community genuine prosperity. In 1825, a
drapier from Massachussetts by the name of Joseph Atwood established a woollen
mill, the first to be completely automated in Quebec. It wasn’t until the arrival of the
railway in 1877-1878 that the industry really evolved. Magog was chosen to house
the largest cotton printing plant in Canada, the Magog Textile & Print Company, better
known as Dominion Textile.
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Merry Point / Micheline Boulet

Magog’s architectural heritage bears witness to this booming period,
but has also retained some vestiges of its pioneering days. The Ralph
Merry House, built in 1821, and the Union Church that serves the Baptist,
Methodist and Adventist communities following its construction circa 1830,
are magnificent examples.
The city of Magog has designed an heritage walking tour that can greatly
enhance the pleasure of discovering this service-based city, which has
become one of the region’s must-see tourist centres. This tour is available
at the Tourist Information Bureau.
Memphremagog Tourist Information Bureau: 55 Cabana, Magog.
Tel.: 819 843-2744

Townships Trail

North Hatley (stop)
The village of North Hatley is an enjoyable stop along the Townships Trail. First known
as Massawippi Outlet, this hamlet remained little known until the 1870s when it became
became an important vacation centre thanks to the Massawippi Valley Railway.
In 1886, North Hatley began to be the favoured location of wealthy Americans from the
southern United States who, with their families and servants, traveled to the Eastern
Townships in private rail cars. During these prosperous years, several prestigious hotels
were built, including Glen Villa, which could accommodate more than 200 people and
featured its own casino. This was also the era during which most of the magnificent villas
seen around the lake today were built. There were about 250 of them at the turn of the
20th century.
A few of these villas have since been converted into inns. They provide a sense of the
splendour of the surroundings to which this middle-class was accustomed. Hovey Manor
is a good example. Built around 1900, it was the summer house of Henry Atkinson,
president of the Georgia Power Company in Atlanta, Georgia. Baptized The Birches, its
architecture was inspired by George Washington’s Virginia home.
Framed by these sumptuous homes,
the village of North Hatley harbours a
few wonderful examples of religious
archi-tecture. St. Barnabas Anglican
Church and the Unitarian Universalist
Church, both built in the mid-1890s are
worth a visit.
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Today, as in days gone by, people stop
in North Hatley for the splendour of its
site. The natural amphitheatre within
which lies its lake affords lovers of
beauty and nature a sight to behold.

Stéphane Lemire

North Hatley’s southern colony
North Hatley was “discovered” in 1886 by the
family of Dr. Powhatan Clarke of Baltimore.
The calm, untamed and inexpensive location
was recommended to his wife while she was
visiting their daughter who lived in a Catholic
convent in Montreal.
Delighted with her experience, Mrs. Powhatan
Clarke convinced her husband and several
family friends to come and enjoy the relaxing
atmosphere, and soon North Hatley resembled
a colony of confederates. These visitors
enjoyed the northern cool climate while
avoiding the Yankee states in the northern
United States.

Sébastien Larose

Memphremagog MRC

L’Épopée de Capelton

In Hatley Township, visitors will find remnants of three former
copper mines: Albert Mines, Capelton Mines and Eustis Mines.
Opened during the Civil War in the United States when the price
of copper increased dramatically, the operations proved very
important for mining development across the Eastern Townships.
For nearly a century, the Capelton region was at the heart of this
industry (Eustis Mine closed in 1939). Today, visitors can take
a guided tour underground, in one of the oldest copper mines
Canada, offered by the company L’Épopée de Capelton.
L’Épopée de Capelton: 800 Route 108, North Hatley.
Tel.: 819 346-9545 – 1 888 346-9545

Close by is the Eustis covered bridge crossing the Massawippi
River, built around 1908. It was recently closed to vehicle traffic.
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Founded in 1799 by Thomas Ayer, enjoyed a period of prosperity with the arrival of
the Passumpsic & Massawippi Valley Railway. Along its main street are several beautiful
examples of houses built in the American vernacular style. However, Massawippi,
neighbouring hamlet to Ayer’s Cliff, has the richest architectural heritage, including
Massawippi Union Church, built in 1861, and the Community Hall, dated 1874, two of
remarkable landmarks.

The Ripplecove, Ayer’s Cliff / Stéphane Lemire

Townships Trail

Georgeville (stop near the Trail)
Georgeville, formerly known as Copp’s
Ferry, was founded in 1797 by Moses
Copp. Copp created a ferry system that
made it possible to reach Knowlton’s
Landing across the lake. The hamlet
became an important stop along the
stagecoach road that linked Montreal to
the eastern US coast.
In 1822, Copp’s Ferry became Georgeville.
Quaint and charming, the village quickly
became a preferred destination for
vacationers traveling the lake by steam General store, Georgeville / Stéphane Lemire
boat. It soon had several hotels and
boasted an entire infrastructure to welcome its many visitors.
Georgeville has preserved vestiges of its various developmental phases and is thus
a veritable heritage gem. A stop of only a few moments will convince you of its
charm, as powerful today as it was 200 years ago.

T

he municipality of Stanstead, which
runs along the Canadian–US border, takes
in the towns of Stanstead Plain, Beebe Plain
and Rock Island, a change created by the
1995 merger. It is probably one of the most
typically American areas in the Eastern
Townships. Beebe Plain and Rock Island,
satellites of middle-class Stanstead Plain,
continued to evolve independently for many
years.
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Beebe Plain owed its growth to the granite
industry and was the birthplace of this
industry in Canada, while Rock Island took
advantage of the waterfalls on the Tomifobia
River to launch its early industrialization,
helped to a great extent by the proximity of
the American market.

Stanstead Granite Company workers / Stanstead Historical
Society

The Advent Christian Campground in Beebe Plain
The centre of the Adventist community in the Eastern Townships, Beebe Plain
welcomed thousands of vacationers from Boston and New York for long days of
sermons and celebrations at its Advent Christian Campground, founded in 1874.
While no traces of this campground remain, visitors can admire the Advent Christian
Church, built in 1866 and located in the heart of the village.

Memphremagog MRC
Rock Island is home to the oddity that is the Haskell Library
and Opera House. Built between 1901 and 1904, it sits
directly on the Canadian-American border, which divides
the building in two. Also in Rock Island is one of the most
beautiful evangelical churches in the Eastern Townships,
built in 1875-1876 for members of the congregational
church. It is now home to the Stanstead South United
Church.

Stanstead (stop)
Long connected to the US transporation system and
considered to be its most northern point, Stanstead Plain
seems to be still struggling to free itself from an obvious
American influence, which remains palpable.

Haskell Library and Opera House, Stanstead /
Carl Gustafson

Occupied by American colonists as of 1796,
Stanstead Plain is home to an exceptional
architectural heritage. Several architectural
styles blend together in apparent harmony,
creating a genuine outdoor museum. The
town has developed a heritage trail and
installed interpretation panels that enhance
any visit. A trail map is availble at the
Stanstead Town Hall.
Stanstead Town Hall: 425 Dufferin,
Stanstead. Tel.: 819 876-7181

In Stanstead, heritage buffs can admire
examples of past architectural styles: a
number of private residences located on both sides of Dufferin Street, Centenary United
Church (the largest former Methodist Church in Quebec outside of Montreal), and the
Stanstead Seminary, founded in 1829.
Colby-Curtis Museum, Stanstead / Stéphane Lemire

The town also boasts one of the most interesting museums in the Eastern Townships,
the Colby-Curtis Museum. Housed in a sumptuous residence built partly of local granite
in 1859, its exhibitions are dedicated to the history of the Colby family and life in this
border region. Not to be missed is the GranitExpo and Museum of Stanstead that offers a
fascinating overview of this industry and its practical and artistic applications.
Colby-Curtis Museum: 535 Dufferin, Stanstead.
Tel.: 819 876-7322
GranitExpo and Museum of Stanstead: 14 Notre-Dame W., Stanstead.
Tel.: 819 876-5576 - 1 866 533-4367

Heading north on the 143, the Stanstead East Town Hall, located in
Cassville, and the Mansur School on Curtis Road are two stunning places
to stop. This is also true for Dufferin Heights, the gem of Stanstead East.
Named in honour of Governor General Lord Dufferin’s visit in 1878, its
summit offers an exceptional panoramic view. Located here are a golf
club and two monuments, one commemorating fallen soldiers who fought
for Canada, and the second, commemorating the arrival of American
pioneers in the region. The latter, created by Orson Wheeler, a sculptor
from Way’s Mills, features an intriguing bronze topographical relief map
of the surrounding region.
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