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hat part of the Eastern Townships comprising the regional
county municipalities (MRCs) of Val-Saint-François, Des Sources,
Haut-Saint-François and Sherbrooke was shaped in large part by
immigration from the British Isles. Over a period of 50 years, Irish,
Scottish and English colonists came by the boatload to the Port of
Quebec, with many pushing southward into the Townships, following
the contours of the St. Francis River valley basin.
Their presence began to be felt near the end of the Napoleonic
Wars when British authorities began encouraging veteran soldiers
and officers to settle abroad in the empire’s overseas colonies.
Many chose to settle along the Craig’s Road in the townships of
Leeds, Ireland, Inverness and Drummond, while others headed for
Sherbrooke and Richmond, where they joined small settlements of
American colonists whom they initially held in low regard.
Prior to the 1830s and the formation of the British American Land
Company, the Townships remained largely unpopulated. The
colonization company opened roads and vigorously promoted
settlement in the region, especially among Scottish and Irish
families who’d come to Canada fleeing famine and hardship in their
home countries. Between 1835 and 1838, several hundred British
immigrants accepted the offer of 50 acres of land took their chances
at starting a new life.
The 1837-1838 Rebellions temporarily halted British immigration
but it was revived by industrializing forces that began in the early
1850s. The hydraulic power of the St. Francis River, coupled with
the coming of the railways, permitted industrial growth on a scale
unrivalled elsewhere in the Townships. These industries, in turn,
required specialized workers who were brought in mainly from Great
Britain: Englishmen for slate mining and Scots to work in the paper
and textile mills. As for the Irish, they made up the bulk of the labour
force, accounting for the better part of all British immigration during
this period.
The considerable financial capital that supported this development
was also of British origin and contributed through these prosperous
years to the emergence of elites who identified strongly with Great
Britain. The founding of Bishop’s University, an enclave of polite
society, was an affirmation of this elite’s dominant status.

This British presence left tangible traces in the Eastern Townships
that the massive influx of French Canadians, beginning in the second
half of the 19th century, somewhat weakened, but which remain very
much a living part of the region’s cultural heritage.
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Val-Saint-François MRC
VAL-SAINT-FRANÇOIS MRC
Gateway to the northwestern part
of the Eastern Townships, the
Val-Saint-François MRC attracted settlers from many different
homelands to its stately river
shores. A veritable mosaic of
British colonial settlement, this
area also experienced rapid industrialization during the second
half of the 19th century.
Val-Saint-François settlers harnessed both of region’s major
strengths: its strategic location Windsor Paper Mills, 1873
and the vast hydraulic potential
of its waterways. As early as the 1820s, small mills like the one in Ulverton were already
operational, signalling the start of a pre-industrial phase that would last several decades.
The coming of the railroad in the early 1850s quickly gave way to a booming industrial
expansion, requiring large amounts of capital which, in general, came from British
sources.
Driving this industrialization were the many tributaries of the St. Francis River and the
abundant timber reserves found upstream in the neighbouring Haut St. Francois district. A
cradle of the Canadian pulp and paper business, this stretch of the river valley remains a
vital industrial powerhouse.
Windsor’s rise to pre-eminence as a paper producer began in the early 1870s when
capitalists of Scottish descent, William Angus and Thomas Logan, chose the site to build
the first chemical wood-pulp processing plant in Canada. What would become Canada
Paper soon counted four plants, making it the country’s top newsprint producer.
Having become an important economic
hub, the industrialization of Val-SaintFrançois profoundly affected development of the entire northeastern part of
the Townships. The paper industries
attracted a growing population of Irish
and Scottish millworkers, followed by
French-Canadians who had begun to
settle in outlying townships. Demand for
pulpwood gave rise to logging and smallscale farming in the Haut-Saint-François
MRC. Industrialization also helped establish Sherbrooke’s economic role as a service centre for the region’s manufacturing
industries
As important as this industrial heritage is,
Val-Saint-François also boasts magnificent landscapes, which have been a rich
source of inspiration for artists such as
Frederick S. Coburn over the years. Visitors will discover a unique built heritage
here based on the use of local materials
such as slate roof shingles, as well as an
intriguing blend of English and Frenchspeaking cultures.
Melbourne Township / Jacline Légaré
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Townships Trail

Ulverton (stop)
Ulverton lies at the northern
limits of American colonization. It
remained little known until British
immigrants began arriving in 1815;
their contributions defined the
hamlet’s distinct character.
A large part of Ulverton’s built
heritage has remained intact.
The most important element is
undoubtedly the Ulverton Woolen
Mills. Built in 1850 by John Porter,
an immigrant of Scottish descent,
it was completely restored in 1982
and has become the largest textile
interpretation centre in Canada.
Visitors can still observe all of the Ulverton Woolen Mills
wool processing machinery, from
the spinning to the framing and weaving stages. This is a magnificent site where a covered
bridge originally built by John Porter has been reconstructed.
Ulverton Woolen Mills: 212 Porter Road, RR 6, Ulverton. Tel.: 819 826-3157

The village is also home to several
vestiges of the 19th century, some
definitely worthy of a visit, including
the Webber Reed Inn built in 1836
in a Georgian-inspired style, and
the United Church constructed
in 1842 for the Congregationalist
community and of exceptional
heritage value.
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The Wadleigh house, Ulverton
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Kirkdale, formerly called Upper Durham, 1257 Route 243, C
which features the Holy Trinity Anglican Tel.: 819 826-1944
Church built in 1871. Further along in
Melbourne Township, the Old Stone
School, a one-room school house built around 1820, was used as a school, church
and community hall for the local population up until 1905. An interpretation panel onsite
explains its history and mission.
Melbourne Township, located on the east side of the St. Francis River, is known for
its remarkable slate quarries, for years the most important in the country. The roofs
of a good number of homes in the area owned by notables and labourers alike were,
and are still covered with this stately material. Slate shingles can even be found on
outbuildings! During the first half of the 19th century, this type of mining attracted Irish
and English labourers who settled here and became actively involved in the area’s
development.

Val-Saint-François MRC
The village of Melbourne, the township’s
county seat, boasts several buildings
of interest, including some churches.
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church built
in 1841-1842 merits particular attention.
With its exceptional heritage value, it was
featured on the $2 dollar bill from 1954 to
1975. It was the first Presbyterian church
built in the Eastern Townships and its
cemetery is the burial place of several
notable families from the region, including
the Coburns and the Ignatieffs.
The Richmond County Historical Society
Museum is also on the Melbourne side of
the river. Housed in a former stagecoach
inn, its collection of objects linked to local
and regional history is not to be missed.

Parc Coburn / CLD du Val-Saint-François

Richmond County Historical Society Museum: 1296 Route 243, Melbourne.
Tel.: 819 826-1332

Frederick Simpson Coburn
Melbourne was the birthplace of one of
Quebec’s most famous painters, Frederick
Simpson Coburn. Born in 1871, he studied
in the finest European schools before
becoming a member of the Royal Canadian
Academy of Arts. Despite his fame, he
remained attached to the Val-SaintFrançois area and extensively depicted its
rural landscapes.
Red Cariole, 1937, Frederick Simpson Coburn

Richmond (stop)
The town of Richmond was named after
Charles Lennox, Duke of Richmond and
Governor General from 1818 to 1819 (also
the namesake of Lennoxville). One of the
oldest towns in this part of the Eastern
Townships, its first colonists settled there in
the late 1790s. Situated on the St. Francis
River at the juncture of the Craig Road
(Route 116) and the St. Lawrence and Atlantic
Railway, completed in 1853, Richmond
grew into a busy transportation hub and
commercial centre.

Centre d’interprétation de l’ardoise, Richmond / Stéphane Lemire
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Townships Trail
With its workshops and warehouses, the railway, renamed the Grand Trunk, was
the driving force behind local economic growth, bringing Richmond considerable
prosperity. This period is admirably recalled in the town’s fine brick Victorian
homes and commercial buildings. After Richmond established itself as a regional
administrative centre, townspeople built a number of cultural institutions, including
churches, schools and a library, one of the
largest for its time.
Today Richmond boasts the highest concentration of slate roofs in Canada. A
museum devoted to this heritage, the Centre
d’interprétation de l’ardoise, operates out of
St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church. Built in 1889 to
serve the local Congregationalist community,
this impressive slate-roofed brick building
is a perfect place to learn about the region’s
historic slate-quarrying industry.
Centre d’interprétation de l’ardoise:
5 Belmont, Richmond.
Tel.: 819 826-3313
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Richmond has a rich architectural heritage; this
is true of both its private and public buildings.
The old English neighbourhood along College
and adjacent streets is of particular interest
and includes a number of private homes from
the Victorian period, some of which have
been remarkably well-preserved.

Jacline Légaré

Janesville neighbourhood
Sainte-Bibiane church

Two brothers, architects and entrepreneurs Cyrias and Alexandre
Ouellet were key figures in the building of the Sainte-Bibiane church
in 1880. Construction of the church was the initiative of Patrick Quinn,
parish priest from 1864 to 1914, an Irish orphan who truly left his
mark on Richmond by proposing several infrastructure projects. The
church’s roof was originally covered with cedar shingles, but in 1901,
slate tiles were added.
Mont Saint-Patrice convent

In 1884, the Congrégation de Notre-Dame nuns accepted to take on
the education of young girls from the Municipality of Richmond. On
the first day of classes, the school welcomed 15 boarders and 138
day students.

Val-Saint-François MRC
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Today, the building is home to the Richmond Arts Centre, ensuring
the continuity of the cultural mission introduced by the NotreDame nuns. In addition to a varied program of performances, the
Arts Centre offers music, singing, and drama lessons. The Centre
also serves as a venue for several events, such as Festi-Rock, an
amateur theatre festival, and exhibits in the Courant d’Art gallery.
Richmond Arts Centre:
1010, rue Principale Nord, Richmond.
Tél. : 819 826-2488
Site Internet : www.centredartderichmond.ca

The Irish element in the Richmond region
A large portion of the population of Richmond and
the surrounding region is of Irish descent. In fact,
St. Patrick’s Society of Richmond and Vicinity, founded
in 1877, is the second oldest Irish heritage organization
in Quebec. Richmond’s annual St. Patrick’s Day parade,
held in March, is the second largest in the province, after
Montreal. In 2002, a Celtic cross was erected in Parc
du Souvenir, overlooking the river, to commemorate the
Irish community’s contribution to the development of
the Val-Saint-François region.
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